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SUMMARY

In this study we explore and redefine David M.Guilfoile's collection of relics collected during from the
early 1980's to 2005 around Okitsu-seashore, Katsuura-city, Chiba prefecture. The relics collected at Okitsu-
Seashore belong to various historical periods.

We illustrate the various aspects of materials on Okitsu archeological sites and relics in successive histori-
cal period, from Prehistoric Era to Edo Era.
<Prehistoric Period>
* 10 Jomon Wares-Igusa and Katsusaka formula.

* Remains in front of the Okitsu Junior high school [Okitsu-Koko-Mae-site] at the Northwest of Okitsu sea-
shore.

<Ancient Period>

* Attrite Haji Ware and Sue Ware

* Bentensaki Cave at the Southwest of seashore, the edge of Benten Cape

From this Cave, Yayoi Ware, Haji Ware in Nara and Heian Period, human bones, fish bones and shells are
excavated. If this cave shall be deemed as ancient tombs dug into the side of a hill, it can be assumed that
some relics were run off from this cave.
<Mid-Age>
* 111 relics are found as a Mid-Age(medieval) objects. They are regarded as the relics produced during from
13th to 16th century.

* “23 ya sama Yagura’, Scaffold for moon viewing party is the nearest archeological remain from Okitsu-
Seashore at this time.
» Okitsu-Castle at the hilltop area, 400m away from the Seashore.

This castle is comparted to 3 partions. As remains of the foundations of this castle, agger and dry moat are
observed. The relation between this distant castle and Okitsu-Seashore is not clear. The quantities and quali-
ties of picked remains at the castle suggest that there existed much more archeological sites around Okitsu
seashore. Therefore Okitsu-Castle occupies a precious position in the study of Mid-Age history of Okitsu area.
<The end of Mid-Age to Modern>
« Chatou produced at the beginning of 17th century in the Edo Period.

Yasutada Uemura, the domain head of Kazusakatsuura at the beginning of early modern era, granted
great deal of independence to Katsuura area as “Shi" and a right to merchandise some stuffs like alcohol. In
contrast, Okitsu-Seashore often deemed as mere fishing village. However, the excavation of those potteries
suggests that Okitsu was flourishing seaport and had a thriving port. Of course we can not deny the pos-
sibility that these objects include the cargo of Sendai-han’s northbound commercial ship and discharged
merchandise. The potteries of the same sort are also excavated from Sendaiwakaba-castle.
<Early Modern / Modern>

Hizen Pottery produced during the period between the end of 17th century and beginning of 18th cen-
tury. Well-preserved as materials.

Okitsu-Seashore often deemed as mere fishing village. However as a result of our research, it can be
clarified that Okitsu was historically flourishing seaport. The qualities and quantities of the materials exca-
vated from Okitsu castle can be taken as evidence that there are much more archeological sites of Mid Age
around Okitsu-Seashore. Furthermore, the amount of ceramics and wares for trade such as Hizen deemed
as Early Modern / Modern Periods' relics suggests that Okitsu was flourishing seaport at that time. Though
it is unclear whether those relics such as ceramics are commodities run off by the natural phenomena or
cargo of commercial ships. It is possible that those excavated objects in post modern period include the
cargo of Sendai-han’s northbound commercial ship and discharged merchandise. The potteries of the same
sort are also excavated from Sendaiwakaba-castle. We have denominated the remains at Okitsu-Seashore
as “Okitsu-Seashore Archeological Sites”. We couldn't find a useful clue to specify how the relics were used
and discarded for human activities. The excavation of those potteries suggests that Okitsu was flourishing
seaport and had a thriving port. Despite this, we managed to draw a detailed portrait of the materials and
raise a significant point of view to existing ideas. There is insufficient empirical evidence at this time to sup-
port Mr. Guifloile’s hypothesis that some of these relics are from shipwrecks inside or at the entrance to the
Okitsu seaport, However, we do not discount this possibility given the historical record of shipwrecks along
the Katsuura coast.
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